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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2014-718 - revised
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni 
Date of Introduction: October 28, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: None – emergency action on first reading
Date of Analysis: October 30, 2014
Type of Action: Petition to Mayor and General Counsel
Bill Summary: The bill urges the Mayor and General Counsel to cease any further appeals in the case of Frank Denton v. City of Jacksonville, et al., a case concerning alleged violations of the Government in the Sunshine Act.
Background Information: Frank Denton, Editor of the Florida Times-Union, sued the City alleging that negotiations conducted in the context of a court-ordered mediation between the City and the Police and Fire Pension Fund Board of Trustees (“Pension Fund Board”) over proposed changes to the Police and Fire Pension under the purview of the 30-year agreement between the City and the Pension Fund Board constituted collective bargaining, and therefore should have been held in open, noticed meetings as required by state law for collective bargaining.  In its defense, the City argued that no collective bargaining took place, the unions have long refused to bargain over pension benefits, the Pension Fund Board is not a certified union bargaining agent, and the court-ordered mediation must be conducted confidentially in any event. A circuit court judge ruled in favor of Mr. Denton and, upon appeal by the City and the Pension Fund Board, the appellate court upheld the circuit court judge’s ruling. This bill notifies the City’s Mayor and Office of General Counsel of City Council’s strong opposition to further appeals in the litigation.
Policy Impact Area: Legal strategy
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined – the City and Pension Fund Board are liable to pay the plaintiff’s attorney costs if he prevails.
Analyst: Clements
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